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A Tour of Homes

Preserving Appleton History

Friday, September 15, 5 pm - 8 pm
Saturday, September 16, 10 am - 4 pm

£10 per person for 4 homes & 2 gardens

Fleage: No smoking, no high hasaled shoes, no cameras.

Sponsored by the Old Third Ward Neighboorhood Assoc., Inc.



1 THEJUDGE'S HOUSE
07 S. Stake Stroct

Exrly city directories list this address 5 a boanding house site.
Whether it was a previous stracture or part of the house you
see today is amysiery. What is known is that George Bakdwin
and his descendants occupied this house: from 1891 1o 1984,

Judge Baldwin had many profiessions during his nearly T8-year lifee. Inftially, he practiced kaw in
Swnckbridee and Chilion. He also served in Chilion 2s Mayor, District Atiomey and County Probate
Judge. He was a member of the Wisconsin Stale General Assembly and elecied twice 1o the Stale Serate.
In 1875 George abandored knw in firvor of real estate. He moved o Appleton in 1885 with wife
Catherine and thedr two sons. At his death in 1907, his asseds were an estimated 4 to 6 million dollars.

Currend owners Candioe Bedley, Diansed Byme and their children John, Mark and Camille ssarched for
an historic home for several years befbre Mark urged them o look at this Craftsman style home in 1999,
Candice says she gol just a short distance inside before knowing they had 1o have the house.

2 DAVE BLUMASGARDEN  Walking through the arbor of Danve’s garden exposes your visusl
621 W, Fifth Strect sense 10 A color burst provided by an ary of unigue snmal,

perenial and topical plants and bushes. Deave focuses on plants

not nomually grown in Wisconsin and through his plantings, sirves o attract a vanety of butierflies ko the

neighborhood. A hit on last year's tour, the ganden is open again for your viewing pleasure.

J THE MERCHANT'S HOUSE
505 S, Stake Sireet

Fornearly 50 years the kand on which this house stands
was part of the George Putney homesiesd . In 1913 Lows
C W&mpﬂuﬂh?&ﬂﬂmwmmhﬂam

Laouis Wichmann was a prominent fumitore merchant and undertaker. The fiumeral home, though no
longer in the: family, still camies the Wichmann name. A new building for the Wichmann Fumiture Co.
was completed five monthe before Lows' death in 1923 and il stands on College Averue (On the
Averne, At and Antiques). Afier Louis died, widow Angost had the second floor of the home
converied i an apartment. The house has remained a two Gmily dwedling for over 75 years.

Cumrrent owners, Joe and Chris Vanderwiclen, had driven by the American Foursquare style house meny
tires and decided 1o purchase if the opportunity amse. In 1998 the house went on the measket and, afier

they saw the beautiful woodwods, their dream became mality. Joe and Chis love the historic aspect of

their home and may someday reum it o a simgle-family dwelling.

Artwork by Ann Christensen

4 JOHN and SANDY BARKETT'S GARDEN  The Barketts say their ganden, despiie
409 5. Walnut Strect hard work, is nuly a hobby that isa
labor of love. Their back yand is filled
wihﬂuﬂ;nu:ﬁt.maﬂam'ﬁgd‘m-ﬂphﬂ;nﬂ s Thsg-hﬂmhama
featured siop on the commumity anmsl ganden walk. ol ;

5 THE SHERIFF'S HOUSE
303 8. Walmt Strect

Greek Revival home stands Theh:umbulm:ﬂﬂnmufﬂl Contuy mpmcl’lha
market’s onginal foumdation for James Lennon, great, sl prandfather of the smging Lennon
Sigters (The Lawrenoe Wedk Show). M Lenmon was County Sherill and Justios of (he Peace.

The: Lennon Sisters visited the home and sang al SU Mary Church. Jobn and Jacquedine Kennedy
atiended a reception here on & campaign siop. Visitons from other realms have been reporied as
well A ghostly woman in white frequents a second floor bedroom o cold, af times, 10 nse and 2
e im wing tip shoes appears on (the first floor.

Mark and Mary Beth Laux wese looking for a more spacious, elegant home when they purchased

this one in 1976 At the time, the house belonged 1o Mary Beth's sister and was rental property. A

deeal was stmack and the La family moved in, but for Mary Beth it wasnl the first time. When

she was a child her paers moved the Eamly in with her Aune Mac who bead puschsed the house

in 1949 afier Clara Lennor’s death. Mary Beth loves the history and '“""1 .

elegance of her home and couldn imagine living anywhere clse. ;];p}; <t
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6 THE BREWERY WORKER'S HOUSE
523 W. Eighth Street

mmmmm“mmmhmmm alter el
youngest son of Geonge Waller and worked ai the Walier Brewing Co. m.ﬁghm E@rmld
the home in 1926 10 August Trettin and moved his Gamily o Eau Claine when he became
peesident of the Ean Claire Walier Brewing Company founded by George’s brother Jobn,

Augnst Trettin was the owner of Bretischneider Fumiture and Fumeral Home. He and wile
Elizaheth mised six children, In 1949, two years afler her husband died, Mrs. Trettin tumed the
home inio a duplex by enclosing the side posch and adding a kiichen and bedoom on the
southenst comer, James and Elizabeth (Trettin) Long were the first ienanis. Mis. Trettin died in
1969 and danghier Rosemary Trettin purchased the home in 1972, Rosemary's cartiest memory is
of helping her mother plant tulip bulbs — when, for some reason, she decided 0 pat one up her
nose whese it got stuck! She will never forget the buggy ride to soe Dr. Ryan on Lawmence Street.
Rosemary says her fvorile things about the house are the family history and beautiful ok
woodwork.



APPLETON'S OLD THIRD WARD

In 1993 residents of the Old Third Ward, under the leadership of Frank Council,
organized to preserve the homes and history of one of Appleton's oldest
neighborhoods. In 1994 the Old Third Ward became Appleton's first incorporated
neighborhood. Since its foundation, the Ward has been nominated to Wisconsin's
"10 Most Endangered Property” list, and one of the most threatened Old Third
Ward homes was added 1o the National Register of Historic Places.

The organization helped develop Appleton's Historic Preservation Ordinance and
works continually with city and county government, mainiaining lines of
communication and defining boundaries.

In 1998, the organization received the Lillian Mackesy Award for creation of the
Old Third Ward Walking Tour Map and Midwesl Living'’s "Homelown Pride”
award for historic preservation. 'We are proud to share the history of the Old
Third Ward and are equally eager to hear stories visitors have to tell.
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