
Our p r oject wo$ to ,ave the Ol d Thi rd ward NelQ hborhood in 
Appleton. ~I .con. ln .... 

On the Mrt h b.n~ of t n_ Fox River In the hUrt of App l . tOn . 
wlscon.ln .it. a nd~hborhood. Ori~l na ll y t he ~1l 1a~ .. o f Grand 
Chute. the a £. a £~ins .epa£ated f£~ t he <est of Appl e ton by 
the .... in bu . in ... diHdct to the norH .• fox River ~o t he .o~th 
and two .... Ior thcrou9hfare. to the east and we.t. B.ac k In laS I 
o. pioneer. were j~.t ur!vlnq. a block ol the villag. wo •• et 
o. ide for county ,""verrwent. rh i. oct . .. in lOOt i on • vuiety of 
e vent. over the "e xt 1 ~0 yun Lh~t ru"iteo i n the ~h ; ppin9 ~w" 

ol th~ nelqhborhood i n t he nom. o f expan.lor. and p ro~r es • . 
8"ildin~ • • p u king lot • • nd r o.dway. con."""d o ver fifty hioto ri c 
h."..o. carunln9 cavin ... """'Ievard' and tre.. . OV~r the YU<O . 
I . olot . d prot • • t. I.II on d. a l .ar •. 

Then ca~ the fall or 19 ~3 .... 

A. nel~hbor. Qathered at the Appleton Pol ice .tatlon t o dl . cu •• a 
.ar~ty iuue. they lurned that coun~y 9DVU""""~ hood p h n. to 
acqu i re a nd delOOlbh live b l oc ks o( historic h~s lor cou<thou ... 
parki n~ npa n.. i on . In 0 very . hort period of t i"" o ve< 100 
n. 'Q~b¢c . met and OCQ,ni.ed to .top de.truct i on 01 t~. ace , nOW 
kn~n a. the "Old Third Na r d . " A .t •• ,ln9 c~tt •• was lor~.d . 
a ~1 •• lon .ta tement w • • writ t en a nd everyone Qot to work .~ 
Sut>conoittee. be~an to attock the .i tu~tion h"" t v o basic .ide.
-pOl itical ~nd hi~torical . On both fcont . OUr Qce ~t e.t init ia l 
t~. k appeA< . d to be .ducat i oQ ou" elve. a~d the c~nlty 00 the 
hi.tory ol t he Old Third and the Intentlo~. o! t he county . 

poli ticall y _ did the f o llOOl ln9 ' 

11 .ubmitted a petit i on prot.otin9 co~nty p.c ~ ing p l an •. 
21 utabll.h~d contacts and fo"""d , dation.hlp' and dlieo I n 

city and co~nty QovunIl<!nt . inclu ding the two city .Ider"",n 
rep£e. enting the a reo. Our go~ l. we ce t o c~unicat. QUC 
""' '' ~ge ~nd keep i "tou",d ot ~hn. in .ohl....., t!>e ~'ea . 

31 sent ,epresentatlve. t o "u lt ipl~ county o~d c it y .... ting • . 
4 1 wrote l etter • • nd ... de ca l l ;. to county ;. upe rvi so r , 

e xpre •• l nq COncecn, lor hl.torle pre •• , vatlon. 
51 b rainotorNod a nd subloitud Idu. lor du truction 

d lt e rnative • . 
6) wrote edito<id. for t he local new. paper and ,"ppUrt<:l on 

l ocal TV new s p~oq'~m. In an atteMPt to .duca t . peli tlclans 
and citl2en. on the .I~nil l cance o f t he Old Thi r d. 

7) c a lcula te d property v~ l ue . t o demonstra t e 10,. of ta x 
uv~n~ . th«,,,~h de...,lItlon. 

a) ... dot plllr.pe" .t1ck~," and window oi9n. u l< I n9 t ~. p~blic to 



.top t~. octlGnI of th~ count V . x.cutlv. and "So •• tho Old 
TMrd !fud. " 

9 ) ... t l"cll.ld<:dly ,, 1t~ co~nty • .,... •• 100 ... tt>o I!ooyo. o~ 
Appl.ton one! COU~ty and city plann ••• to .'P •••• OUr vl." o. 

10) Inv1to<l lion Centul trloC<XIsln Ile<j"lonal Plannlll9 C' 'u_ 
•• p .... nt.tl .. to t.l_ ' 0 our ~Itt •• r*9.'clln~ l on9 ,.n90 
pion. for ,hot at". 

II) ~llahod. nevelette , to keep nal9hbOr . Info~d. 

Hhto,lc.lly. thOu9h ... nr of ~. 1IYe<1 In ~hto,lc _. (t~o Old 
rtll<d c1d .. dl four 0: _l~ton'o ... 1<10I10Il0 lI.to<l on t~. 
Motional Ite<jIIU , of Hioto<!c PI.cu) ..... , ..... tho ..... 1 citir~n. 
V* ' e ploneo •• of App leton , " e ~d ~~ tn 1 •• • n .bout lne!i vldual 
hon. •• nd tho .Iqnlflcont contrib~tlon ... do by o,I91noi and 
.ubooquont h~ ovno.o . W. vanted to •• va ~t only nnu ••• ~ed 
"hlltorlcolly ei9nlflcant," but .1.0 tn. vl tol •• oldenti.l 
.nvl ron.ont In ~h lcn they t hrlva . Th.r.fo. o ~., 

1) Invltod pr.s .. YOt1oni3t. to "..-k to OUt qroup. 
2) COI\t.cu~ the N.tlon.l HI.torl .... 1 1'~" fo. ,.. ... 'uti"" .n<l 

vl.1tOC the Stot. Histor l ~.l Society In Kldlacn to 
Inveotl~no the _an~ o r nonoiMtlnq 0 property 0< dl.«ict 
to t .... htlonol HI.tode ~*9ln... 1h.y 9 .... ~ •• 11 
intolEAtl~ on f ll. '*9o,dlng our .... 19hbO.hood a. , •••• 'ch.d 
by the to.t Cont ro l Plannln9 eo..l •• lon. 

J) dev.loped. buil<lcnq ,u'~y .ad dl.t.j~~t.d It to .11 
,0,ldent. o f thOt .t ... uUng th .... to fill in .... ny blanks a. poIllbl. on the hlSIO'y or thol, ~., 

4 ) ... IQI1ec1 bloc< or _~ to c' SUM ""OOU to .o .... ,,:!> In 
tho 1 ..... 1 I!b,. ry. Our _I vu to deyolop 0 vUklng <.oUr 
~ .. 

S) p.r tlclp •• OC In • ~~ tour ,ponoo,Od by • local hOuse 
~ •• am llceat.d In t ho Old Third) by op&ftln9 tou. h~. to 
t~. publlc. 

6) oHerod lltotor!" Inron ... t1on t o the PUbllc OIl "dlo p''''lru,. 
and I n locol public.tlon • . 

Sy Augult of 199' tne g r o up had met . Ith • ll~yer, d,o~n up by' 
11" 0 ond Incorpo rated Into the Ol d Third ~a rd "elqhbo.hoOd 
A .. ""j ... "" . Inc.--Appl.ton" 'i .. t Inco rporated ... 19111>O. 1I00d . 
1hr0U9h 199( ,95 and 9~ tho Old Third b:c~ 0 r.caqnlzed 
polltlcal preoenc. In cOllflty ar.d city go .......... nt. N. helleve we 
projecud a unHled , In,.lIi'1"'" and 1<>91001 vole. to .he 
el 'nlty and .. de • po.ltlv .. !oopact on Appl ....... •• tutuU, By 
19U ~e acc"""II.1>ocI >be !ollovin9: 

I) conylt.c.d "ity ofl!~iah t o> al •• , tM 1""9 rar.qe l>OW1\.own 
C_rohenllYo Plan to £cknovled<;Jo &n<I ..... ~.y """"","",nto o>! 
.... ".19hbo. hood. 

~) .uccooutully ."""i~'.d ol'PliCOl~lon fo , ~Inatlon to the "lO 



most End~nqe<ed Property List" in Wisconsi n . The 
noiqhborhcod wa s n~d to this list March S, l~~~ . 

31 vod,ed with Wut Pros pect Avenve nd~hbo" to $top . treet 
wi<ien i fi~ p l~n • . 

41 loboied to r a l ocd His t oric Fre servation Or d i n.nce . 
putidp~ud In drdtlnq the o<din"nce "nd 1X>1 .. ered suppo<t 
throuqh tne pol H i ed pr"" ... . 

51 otoppe4 cou nty .dmin i otratlon pl~n. to pv:cha •• t " o hi s toric 
h~. , tn~. pre.erv!n9 . treot land.cape. 

61 receiv"d representation on a eou.oty-city-n@iqhborhood Ad Hoc 
c~ittee to re.olve county patkinq a nd expan . ion need. vith 
ne i91'both¢od need •• 

11 .ucce.s f ul l y nomi na ted on~ of the most .nd.n~@'od hOftOS to 
the Na t ional Resister of Hi.totic Pl ace . i n the fal l of 
H95 . 

In June o! 1995 v e we,e ~iven a 9rant f rom the Convent i on and 
Vi.i t ors B~,ea~ to develop • "a l~ing tour ~p of the Old Third. 
Sever.l of u' wo~~ed over the ne xt year .nd a half .dding to 
prev i ously ~ath~<od h i ~t o r y. We spont hours e@s@archin~ old 
new.popers , 'lOvern"",nt. recoed., obstncts , s"nbom n re Map • . 
cen."~ r""or~ .• , and d ty directorlu . Meu ,",,!tipl. r .. ~h iOM, 

tn. ~p, containin~ ovar 60 homos, 1 churches and various ~ i t as 

o! i nteres t . wo . p~blished In ti"", tor the 1991 toueist .... on . 

1991 was . lso th. y~ar the oity qrant&d the Old 1hird ward 
pornlss1on to p-ost .i~n. at 5 location. ld"ntityi nq the "Historic 
Old Third Word" to t he citiren. of Appleton . nd visi tor • . 

Ovu thH'~ a.'>d OM - half y~ar. our eftorts to halt all further 
de~lltlon we re not ent irely .u~~s. t"l .0 6 horne . {2 hl ~torici 

wa r . loot to p""itl9 and hull"in~ projacto. Bu t thio wu a lO , 
cry !r~ th. pl a nnod 5 bloc~ of hom.s . 1he county has put 
addit ional ,,"pansion plans and ocqui.itlon o ! property on hold 
for 10 yean . Our older ... n i. workin9 to t urn futun plan • • way 
!r(XII lh Old Third . 

All of our eftort • . culminating in the publicaoiOn of t he v o1kin9 
tOur ... p hav.; 

:1 provided a v. l e-up c.1l to citi,ens by increuln9 publi c 
ava,ene. s ot the hi.tory of ~ppl.ton and d~n.tr.t!n9 the 
!n~1\. e x lot. fie. b.:l weea lhe old and new . 

2) "ncouraq~d, by ~xa~le, other n&iqhboehood. to oeqaniz~ and 
fl~ht f or pr~serv~t i on . 

.II pra .. "vO<! "i.tor i~ h""". a M tna pi""a." ot o"i .. a .. oclatod 
wIt h th&m- - di.cov. r a d the root. o ! the city. 



41 pn ..... ~ I neiQlII>orhood. 
~f en"",url9ed ""ople ~o look f o r Iltlrnatlv .. t o doUtruction . 
6f b&9un ~o .ncoorlie t he pu~lic to b& r.~'lbl. CI'e~l~e r . 

of our hi.tory 00 thl nl ~t ger.lroti"" cln •• ",,<lencI 
Irchitect~r.i wonders. 

JI doeooonlUnld w<>rUnq v i t h 9Over_nt tovI.do • con'truet be 
phn • 

..... T Ir .. GIlT TO (;MIlT? 

Durinq .tl ,hert eXll t enee the Old Third hal .lllea .only throuqh 
.... l><I<.hIP due. (u .. ny u 95 indl" l<1u.h rlp< ... nti1\9 56 
householdl l, 10liCl t l t \on of contr lbut l onl, nl19hDorhood rwoao~ 
sal • • nd not. CHd .. I e . Ou~ 0 <91lIll1atlon would 00. the K.-towc. 
Pride ~w.rd to: 

II ""'nt i n ... hlnorlc rese.rch . add to OUr v lHlng t our "'p. ar>d 
'"publllh thl " I'. 

2) <><Intln ... to ..:Iu,,",. the public .bo~t the hlotory of Af>plltor. 
11 <><Intin ... UI 01''''0<100' o f Ue 0<9.nlzotion--....... ie ... < 

publication, polltlcll inte rvention • . 
4) "p"""or ..:IdUIORII h".,. tOOr l. _I ,""uld ,,"rt1=1 ... ly Il k. 

to open ho.e, to t he public f or _llOOftlln", S.,qulcent ennlll 
.In 1991. 

~f ",,",Inlt. ockliUonal propHtI .. or dlotrte .. '0 ,he N"i"",1 
"1'91 .. 1. 01 KI .. orlc Pile .. . 

.. doole_tl III ot our ~.t .~d f~,url Icco.plll~nt. to t ~. 
_ r y of our tint I\.o.OCIIUOfl Fru(dent. rran~ Council _ oo 
p.&ued . woy July 1997. Hlo ~ffor" ond in,ph_ .. on ~.Pt "" ~ol"," 
through 011 of the t""gh "I'leo . 
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